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A letter written by Ellen Howard, an
evacuee from Birkenhead aged I3.

‘Michael Aspel, who was evacuated as a seven-year-old
from London to Somerset, recalled the ‘punch-ups’ with
local children "who did not want us there at all". Many
country people believed that urban children were dirty,
lice-ridden and badly behaved, he added. But the worst
thing was not knowing how long he was going to be away
from home. "It was bewildering and very disturbing," he
said. "The fear was that we were never going to go home.
A lot of people had a very dark and troubled time."

Extract of an article from The Guardian
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Memoirs of Margaret Corlett, who was evacuated from
Birkenhead to Oswestry

Credit: The National Archives
Newspaper extract from a local paper, Oswestry, Shropshire.
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Evacuees returning from Leicestershire
play in the street in the East End of
London.
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An evacuee feeds pigs on a farm in
Pembrokeshire, Wales.

© Kapow™ 2025



Evacuation experiences

“We found it difficult to keep them
entertained outside school hours.
These boys had been brought up to
regard the cinema and fish and chip
shop as essential to their lives.”

William Abingdon, a volunteer host.

“I want to come home. I want to
come home.”

Emily Gertrude in a letter to her
mother.
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