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DFE Guidance

The Four British Values

British Values in education refers to a government initiative introduced to teach
children the values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual
respect and tolerance, each of which is considered a fundamental British Value.

Democracy

British Values are government initiative introduced to teach students the values of
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance.
The Department for Education published guidance on promoting British values in
schools as of November 2014 to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation
on all schools to promote the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths
and beliefs.”

KS2 Pupils, parents, and staff should have the right to have their voices heard. This
can be achieved through a pupil elected school council where class representatives
raise issues and suggest ideas for improvement. Parents and guardians should also
be given the opportunity to express any concerns or queries through parents'
societies or parents evening.
The Rule Of Law
The importance of law and rules should be referred to and reinforced to teach
students to distinguish between right and wrong. This will teach children to take
responsibility for their own actions. KS2 Students should be taught the reasons
behind rules and laws, how they govern and protect us, and the consequences of
what happens when these laws are broken. Invite guest speakers to the school and
allow children to get involved in workshops to reinforce this teaching.
Individual Liberty
Promote the freedom of choice and the right to respectfully express views and beliefs
in a safe environment. Teach children to take responsibility for their behaviour. They
are supported to understand that they have rights and personal freedoms and are
advised how to exercise these safely. Pupils should be supported to become as
independent as possible. This can be demonstrated through RHE lessons and
assemblies
Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Those With Different Faiths or Beliefs
Students should be taught to show empathy and understanding of people from
different backgrounds. Give pupils regular opportunities to learn about different
cultures and beliefs to reinforce messages of tolerance and respect.This will allow
them to understand and respect different values different from their own.

Intent

We aim to actively promote British Values at St Aidan’s to ensure our children leave school prepared for life in modern Britain. Children
are encouraged to regard people of all faiths, races and cultures with respect and tolerance, and understand that while different people
may hold different views about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England are subject to its law. We are committed to
ensuring that our children grow up to understand the importance of morality and understand the difference between right and wrong.
This moral climate permeates through the whole school. We aim to teach British Values in a fun, creative and engaging way that
supports children’s social, moral, spiritual and cultural development (SMSC), and British Values are woven into assemblies, lessons
and other whole school themes. This contributes to our work, as a church school, based on the document “Valuing All God’s Children”
as school sits within a diverse and multi-cultural country.

Implementation

British Values is embedded in many subjects and events in school. It is clearly mapped out in the RHE Curriculum map, and
opportunities to visit the British Values are exploited by teachers in subjects, which lend itself to it. Each class visits the key principles
of British Values throughout the academic year through the use of Picture News - which produces weekly resources based on current
news items - these challenge year groups to have debates and conversations around the big issues of the day. These can be covered
by assemblies, individual lessons or on-going working walls. Each of these resources is clearly mapped to British Values and UN
Articles and can be found in the RHE Curriculum on the school website.

Impact

Children will leave our school with a great sense of British values; of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect
and tolerance for those of different faiths and beliefs. St Aidan’s children will know and lead by example showing the importance of
respect, and will leave school fully prepared for life in modern Britain. St Aidan’s endeavours to create a love of lifelong learning grow
healthy resilient minds and develop aspirational future citizens. Our children will make a difference by leading by example, showing
tolerance and compassion within a diverse world and being an active and valuable part of society.

