
The Water Cycle Quick Questions
More than three quarters of the Earth’s surface is water. 

Heat from the Sun causes water to evaporate from seas, 
lakes, rivers and streams. Water also evaporates from 
puddles and ponds. It doesn’t even need to be hot for 
this to happen! When the water has evaporated, it is in 
the form of water vapour, which rises in the air, clumps 
together and cools down (condenses) to form clouds. As 
more water vapour condenses, more water droplets are 
formed in the clouds. Eventually, the water droplets are 
large and heavy enough to fall back to the surface of the 
Earth as precipitation (rain, sleet, hail or snow).

1.	 Find and copy two words that mean the same as 
‘ground’ 

�  

2.	 In which four ways can precipitation fall? 

�  

3.	 Summarise the main points of this text in 20 
words or less. 

�

�  

�  

4.	 List all of the places where water is found on 
Earth. 

�  

�  

�
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1.	 Find and copy two words that mean the same as 
‘ground’ 
Accept: surface and land. 

2.	 In which four ways can precipitation fall? 
Accept: rain, sleet, hail or snow. 

3.	 Summarise the main points of this text in 20 
words or less. 
Accept any reasonable summary which 
includes the main stages of the water cycle and 
is 20 words or less in length. 

4.	 List all of the places where water is found on 
Earth. 
Accept ‘seas, lakes, rivers and streams, 
puddles and ponds’. All six required. 
Clouds could be mentioned too.

The Water Cycle Answers
More than three quarters of the Earth’s surface is water. 

Heat from the Sun causes water to evaporate from seas, 
lakes, rivers and streams. Water also evaporates from 
puddles and ponds. It doesn’t even need to be hot for 
this to happen! When the water has evaporated, it is in 
the form of water vapour, which rises in the air, clumps 
together and cools down (condenses) to form clouds. As 
more water vapour condenses, more water droplets are 
formed in the clouds. Eventually, the water droplets are 
large and heavy enough to fall back to the surface of the 
Earth as precipitation (rain, sleet, hail or snow).
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