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Mary Leakey

Cut out the statements about Mary Leakey, and stick them in the correct column according to 
whether they are true or false.

True False

Mary Leakey was born in France in 1913.
Mary’s first job was as an illustrator at a 
Stone Age dig when she was 17.

Louis Leakey found many fossils while Mary 
only illustrated them.

Mary didn’t settle into school, but did very 
well at university.

Mary Leakey and her husband Louis carried out 
scientific excavations in Olduvai Gorge in Africa.

One of Mary Leakey’s discoveries was a set of 
footprints from an early species of human.

To understand the life of Mary Leakey and her work about fossils.
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True False

Mary’s first job was as an illustrator at a Stone 
Age dig when she was 17.

Mary Leakey was born in France in 1913. 

Mary Leakey was born in London in 1913.

One of Mary Leakey’s discoveries was a set of 
footprints from an early species of human.

Louis Leakey found many fossils while Mary only 
illustrated them.

Both Mary and Louis found many fossils. Only 
Mary illustrated them.

Mary Leakey and her husband Louis carried out 
scientific excavations in Olduvai Gorge in Africa.

Mary didn’t settle into school but did very well at 
university.

After getting in trouble at school, Mary was 
rejected from university.
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Mary Leakey

Cut out the statements about Mary Leakey, and stick them in the correct column according to 
whether they are true or false. 

Write the correct version of each of the false statements under the statement.

True False

Mary Leakey was born in France in 1913.
Mary’s first job was as an illustrator at a 
Stone Age dig when she was 17.

Louis Leakey found many fossils while Mary 
only illustrated them.

Mary didn’t settle into school, but did very 
well at university.

Mary Leakey and her husband Louis carried out 
scientific excavations in Olduvai Gorge in Africa.

One of Mary Leakey’s discoveries was a set of 
footprints from an early species of human.

To understand the life of Mary Leakey and her work about fossils.



Mary Leakey Answers

Science  | Year 6 | Scientists and Inventors | Mary Leakey | Lesson 5

True False

Mary’s first job was as an illustrator at a Stone 
Age dig when she was 17.

Mary Leakey was born in France in 1913. 

Mary Leakey was born in London in 1913.

One of Mary Leakey’s discoveries was a set of 
footprints from an early species of human.

Louis Leakey found many fossils while Mary only 
illustrated them.

Both Mary and Louis found many fossils. Only 
Mary illustrated them.

Mary Leakey and her husband Louis carried out 
scientific excavations in Olduvai Gorge in Africa.

Mary didn’t settle into school but did very well at 
university.

After getting in trouble at school, Mary was 
rejected from university.
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Mary Leakey

Cut out the statements about Mary Leakey and stick them in the correct column according to 
whether they are true, false or could be someone’s opinion. Write the correct version of each of 
the false statements under the statement. Add two more true statements about Mary Leakey’s 
life and work.

Challenge: Add your own opinion about Mary’s work or life.

True False Opinion

To understand the life of Mary Leakey and her work about fossils.
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Mary’s first job was as an 
illustrator at a Stone Age 
dig when she was 17.

Louis Leakey found many 
fossils while Mary only 
illustrated them.

Mary didn’t settle into 
school but did very well 
at university.

Mary Leakey and her 
husband Louis carried out 
scientific excavations in 
Olduvai Gorge in Africa.

One of Mary Leakey’s 
discoveries was a set of 
footprints from an early 
species of human.

Mary Leakey was a better 
paleoanthropologist than 
her husband.

Mary was unlucky to be 
rejected from university.

Mary Leakey was born in 
France in 1913.
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True False Opinion

Mary’s first job was as an 
illustrator at a Stone Age dig 
when she was 17.

Mary Leakey was born in 
France in 1913. 

Mary Leakey was born in 
London in 1913.

Mary Leakey was a better 
paleoanthropologist than her 
husband.

One of Mary Leakey’s 
discoveries was a set of 
footprints from an early 
species of human.

Louis Leakey found many 
fossils while Mary only 
illustrated them.

Both Mary and Louis found 
many fossils. Only Mary 
illustrated them.

Mary was unlucky to be 
rejected from university.

Children should add two more 
opinions about Mary Leakey or 
her work.

Mary Leakey and her husband 
Louis carried out scientific 
excavations in Olduvai Gorge in 
Africa.

Mary didn’t settle into school 
but did very well at university.

After getting in trouble at 
school, Mary was rejected 
from university.

Children should add two more 
true facts about Mary Leakey 
or her work.


