RE
Progression Map
Level Expected at the End of EYFS
We have selected the Early Learning Goals that link most closely to Blackburn Diocese RE Curriculum.

Communication and Language
Listening and attention: children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately
anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They give
their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity.
Understanding: children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’
questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.
Speaking: children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past,
present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the
future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.
Personal, social and emotional development
Self-confidence and self-awareness: children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some
activities more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will
choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.
Managing feelings and behaviour: children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own
and others’ behaviour its consequences and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a
group or class, and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take
changes of routine in their stride.
Making relationships: children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s
ideas about how to organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and form positive
relationships with adults and other children.

Understanding the world
People and communities: children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family
members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They
know about similarities and differences between themselves and other and among families, communities and
traditions.
The world: children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living
things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary
from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk
about changes.
Technology: children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They
select and use technology for particular purposes.

Expressive arts and design
Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with
ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking
about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and
technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories.
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Key Stage 1 Diocese Expectations
Talk about God as creator of the world who loves us.
Know that God is three in one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Be able to retell both the nativity and Easter stories.
Use religious words to talk about the celebrations of Christmas, Easter and Pentecost.
Know that Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross and rose again.
Know that Jesus had 12 special friends called disciples.
Know that the Bible is our holy book and it contains God’s big story, the salvation plan.
Be able to retell stories of Jesus’ miracles.
Have visited a church and confidently talk about their experience and what they have learnt.
Have had opportunity to ask reflective questions that wonder about Christian practice, values and beliefs.
Be able to give examples of how Christians, put their beliefs into action.
Know the names and significance of holy books from other faiths.
Know the places where people of other faiths worship.
Be developing a sense of their own values and the values of others.
Have experienced taking part in the celebration of Harvest Festival.
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Key Stage 2 Diocese Expectations
know that God is three in one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the Trinity.
know that in the beginning God created everything and it was good. People spoilt the environment and their relationship
with God. This is known as the Fall.
know that Christians believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Saviour who came to rescue all people and restore their
relationship with God.
know that Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross, rose again and is alive with us today.
know that Christians believe that Jesus will come again and Earth and Heaven will be transformed to be as God intended
(the Kingdom of God).
Christians try to put the teaching of Jesus, the good news, into practice in their everyday lives and build God’s Kingdom on
earth as best they can.
know that Pentecost was the start of the church.
know that Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is at work in their lives today.
know that Christianity is a worldwide multi-cultural faith.
know that prayer is an important part of the life of a believer and explain why.
know the names and stories of at least 3 people in the past and present times who have been called by God to do his work
and speak his word.
describe the impact responding to God’s call has on a believer’s life.
use developing religious vocabulary to talk about the impact religion has on believers’ lives.
be able to make comparisons and identify the similarities and differences between the rules for living in Christianity and
two other world faiths.
ask important questions about religion and belief that improves their learning.
experience a visit to a place of worship other than a church.
know that God is three in one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the Trinity.
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Intent
Our RE lessons are intended to offer a broad and rich RE curriculum which provides equal opportunities
for all .We aim to provide children with the opportunity to think logically and explore big questions about
life, death, meaning and purpose; to reflect critically on the truth claims of Christianity and to see how the
truth of Christianity is relevant today. We aim to teach pupils to develop respect for others, including
people with different faiths and beliefs. We aim to develop Religious Literacy and the skills to handle
Bible text. We aim to develop our pupils spiritually and provide them with imaginative learning
experiences which arouse and sustain their interest, and which encourage a variety of responses. We
want our pupils to be informed, confident and Questful. We believe that excellent RE teaching can be the
key to enabling every child to flourish.

Implementation
We have adopted the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Syllabus for RE alongside the national resource
Understanding Christianity. These reflect the National Framework for RE, the National Society Statement of
Entitlement and the requirements of SIAM. We also respect the Valuing all Children document 2017. We adopt an
enquiry- based approach to give the pupils a sense of being on a quest of discovery about faith and Christianity.
Understanding Christianity’s approach to teaching about Christianity builds up pupils’ encounters with biblical
concepts through texts, placing them within the wider Bible story. Other faith studies are woven into each of these
units.At Foundation Stage and Key Stage one our curriculum builds on young children’s understanding of
themselves and their experiences of family life and relationships. Pupils learn that they are personally valued from
the attitudes which they encounter in school. They become increasingly aware of things which are special and
important to themselves and other people. The children will sometimes benefit from opportunities to develop their
awareness of the local environment through journeys and visits and by having a chance to experience awe and
wonderment in the natural world. They are introduced to symbolism in religion and hear stories about the lives of
key figures.In Key Stage 2, the children develop a greater understanding of themselves and an awareness of the
needs and feelings of other people from a variety of faiths and cultures. They are also given the opportunity to
interact with the natural world and the local environment. They hear stories about the life and teaching of Jesus and
other religious figures and are given opportunities to consider their own questions and concerns.
In order to make RE a lively, active subject we employ a variety of teaching methods including art, music,
discussion, the development of thinking skills, drama, the use of artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of periods
of stillness and reflection.Evidence of the work done in R.E. will be found in the children’s individual R.E. books,
class RE and Worship Scrapbooks, on wall displays, in collective worship, and in the ways both children and adults
treat and respect each other.

Impact
Our children will be able to think logically and explore big questions about life, death, meaning and purpose. They
will reflect critically on the truth claims of Christianity. They will have a theological and conceptual understanding,
taking seriously Christian accounts of the ‘big story’ of salvation and the relationship of the reader/pupil to these
texts. They will see how the truth of Christianity is relevant today and face the challenge of Jesus’ teaching in a
pluralist and post- modern society. They will recognise the impact faith has on believers’ lives. They will recognise
faith as a commitment to a way of understanding God and the world. They will know how to respond in terms of
beliefs, commitments and ways of living. Pupils will develop a sense of themselves as significant, unique and
precious. They will experience the breadth and variety of a Christian community and also engage in thoughtful
dialogue with other faiths and traditions. Pupils will become active global citizens and courageous advocates
serving their neighbour. They will know how to find a reason for hope in a troubled world and understand how a
religious faith can sustain them in difficult circumstances and in the face of opposition.
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Locational Knowledge

The ladder of expectation and achievement in
RE in brief (Progression goes upwards)
Explain the impact of religion on believers’
lives, identify distinctive beliefs within and
◆
between religions, and express their own
views
Show understanding of and describe, using a
wide vocabulary, religious beliefs, actions and
✦
values. Begin to apply ideas to situations and
experiences.
Ask important questions, make links between
stories and beliefs, begin to identify the
■
impact of religion and make connections to
their own experiences.
Retell stories using religious words to identify
æ features and expressions of religion and
begin to ask questions

•

Recall stories, recognise features of religion
and talk about their own experiences.

RE Progression Map

The ladder of expectation and achievement in
RE (Progression goes upwards)
•
•

◆

•
•

Locational Knowledge

•

✦

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

■

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

æ

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Pupils can explain the impact of religion on believers’ lives and
communities.
Pupils can suggest possible reasons for distinctive beliefs within and
between religions.
Pupils can explain how religious texts are used to answer the big
questions in life.
Pupils can describe why people belong to religions and the
challenges they face.
Pupils ask ultimate questions and can express their own and others’
views.
End of KS2
Pupils can recognise similarities and differences within and between
religions and make links between them.
Pupils can describe the impact of religion of people’s lives.
Pupils can use religious vocabulary to describe and show
understanding of religious texts, actions and beliefs.
Pupils are asking and suggesting answers to quality questions about
values, meaning, commitments, truth and belonging.
Pupils are beginning to apply their own ideas to the experiences of
others and describe what inspires and influences them.
Pupils can make links between sacred texts/stories and beliefs.
Pupils can recognise similarities and differences between key
features of religions and use religious vocabulary to describe them.
Pupils can identify what influences them and the connections
between values, commitments, attitudes and behaviour.
Pupils are beginning to identify the impact of religion on believers’
lives.
Pupils can describe forms of religious expression.
Pupils can ask important and relevant questions about religion and
belief.
End of KS1 (inc EYFS)
Pupils can retell religious stories.
Pupils can use religious words to identify features of religious life and
practice suggesting meanings for actions and symbols.
Pupils can identify different ways in which religion is expressed
noticing similarities in religion.
Pupils are beginning to ask good questions about their own and
others’ experiences.
Pupils are recognising their own values and the values of others.
Pupils can recall details of stories.
Pupils can name features of religious life and practice.
Pupils can recognise symbols and use some religious words.
Pupils talk about their own experiences and feelings, what is of value
to themselves and others and what they find interesting and puzzling.

